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Reverend Doctor. 


Dear FRIxNn, | | 
0 U will not be ſurprix'd at an Addreſs 
| of this Nature, when you reflect on the 


Diſcourſes we have lately had together on the 
Subject of the enſuing Papers. £ 


The ſerious and unaffected Concern you en- 
preſs'd at the ungenerous Treatment which the 
Mallard had receiv'd from the Pen of Mr. 
Pointer gave me the firſt Thought of appear- 
ing publickly in his Vindication, When T 
intimated this my Defign at our next Confer- 
ence, you not only encourag'd me to purſue it, 
15 | * 2 (as 


7 


' Zo You, and on that Account You have an un- 
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ſuppoſe it at leiſure to attend to ia Matter of 


o go on unrepuls'd and unreprebended. Txurn 


(ir) 

(as you knew the Bent of my. Studies had, for 9 
me Time, employ d me in unlocking the Store:. 
houſes of venerable Antiquity) but was pleaſed 
alſo to give ſome Directions which have been of 
great Service to me in the Execution of it, If 
there be any Merit therefore in this my Under- : 
taking, it is in a great Meaſure to be aſcrib'd 


doubted Title to this Dedicatory Acknowledgment. 


1 : expect to hear it ſaid by ſome People that 
it is but a poor Compliment to the Publick, to 


fo private a Nature, and of ſo little Concern to 

But ſurely Gentlemen who talk thus do not 
thoroughly confider the dreadfut-. Conſequences 
which may enſue, from ſuffering the moſt diftant 
Attack upon receiv'd and long eſtabliſpb'd Truths 


(ſays à reverend and learned Divine, whoſe 
Name and Title-page have entirely ſlipt my 
Memory) © 1s a Lady of ſo tender and delicate 
« Nature, that the moſt private Parts of her 
% ought to be handled with the greateſt Pru- 
« dence and Diſcretion. For if Men are ſuf- 
10 fer d to exerciſe their Wantonneſs or Malice 
* in oppoſing or ridiculing even thoſe Truths 
5 wohich ſeemingly are of the leaſt Importance 4 

cc 7 e 


(7) 

« the publick Aprirs of the World, this will 
« neceſſarily ſuperinduce a Habit of Scepticiſm 
« in their Minds, which, by eaſy Tranſitions, 
cc nay lead them on to Attempts of the like 
« ſort, in Things of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
&« fo the religious and political Intereſts of Man- 
« hind.” Let me therefore aſe whether ne can 
receive any Aſſurance that the Succeſſion of 
the Crown in his Majeſty's Royal Houſe ; 
or; which is much the ſame Thing, our whole 
Conſtitution both in Church and State, fall 
not be attack'd by the ſame licentious Spirit 
which Mr. P. has exerted againſt the Mallard, 
unleſs it be timely corrected and expos'd, in 
its proper Colours, to the Abborrence and De- 
teftation of the World: I 


| Theſe are not Wards thrown out at Random, 
but contain a reaſonable Suſpicion founded as 
well on the Example of what hath already hap- 
pen d, as on our Concluſions from the Nature 
and Cauſes of Things. We have frequently been 
told by our Predeceſſors in All-Souls, that the 
firſt Marks of Infidelity which ſhew'd them- 
Alves in the famous Dr. Tindal were his ſpeak- © 
ing diſreſpectfully of the Mallard, and his lay- 
ing hold of any Occaſion of abſenting him- 
ſelf from the annual Celebration of it, Had 


my 


i 
any one at that Time exerted himſelf with a 
proper Zeal in the Defence of this venerable 
Bird, I think I may be bold to ſay, that the 
World would never have heard of thoſe perni- 
cious Books, The Rights of the, Chriſtian 
Church, Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. 


And TI have much Reaſon to be ſurpriz'd 
that this was not done at that Time, when I 
confider that the learned Antiquarian Dr. Tan- 
ner, afterwards Biſhop of St. Afaph (whoſe 


Ability for this Work cannot be queſtioned, 


and who was frequently heard to expreſs great 
Veneration for the Mallard) was Fellow of 


 All-Souls College, and Cotemporary with Dr. 


Tindal. But, alas ! it too often happens that 
very ingenious Men, immers'd in the Study of 
Antiquities, have very unfortunately beſtowed 
all their Pains on the meſt trifling and infigni- 
ficant Subjects, and overlook'd thoſe of real Con- 
cern and Importance to the World, 


F the following Vindication fhall be of any 
Service to the Cauſe for which it was under- 
talen; if the Licentiouſneſs of writing too com- 
monly made uſe of on ſerious and important 
Subjects ſhall be in any Meaſure repreſs d by 
rf ; US Mr. Pointer be made ſenſible of his 


Errors 


(vu) | 
Errors and retract them; and if you and the 
reſt of my Friends, who beſt underſtand my Sub- 


A Jject, and for whoſe Judgment I have the high- 


1 


to no Paſhon but that of Pity.” 


e, Efteem, ſhall thoroughly approve the Method 
have made uſe of to bring about theſe good 


Effects; I ſhall then begin to think that I have 
employ'd my Pen in a Manner not wholly un- 
worthy of the true Critick and Antiquarian, 
* my Intention will be anſwered, I ſhall have 


ce my Reward. And then (to continue the 


« Words of our * Reverend Friend) the Cynick 
« may bark and the Infidel may ridicule; the 
« Malevolence of the one will call for my Con- 
de tempt, the Folly of the other will provoke me 


J am, dear Sir, 


Mur incereiy, &c. 


* Preface to the Rev. Mr. B's Sermons. 
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4 DYE R TIS EA E N. 
| O avoid all Suſpicions of unfair and 
| | partial Quotation, it is thought proper, *Y 

in this Place, to give the Reader the whole 
Paſſage relating to the Mallard of All-Souls, 
extracted from the 57th and 58th Pages ß 
Mr. Pornter's OxoxIENSs ACADEMIA, 


“ 4. Another Cuſtom is that of celebrating their Mal- 
lard- Night every Year on the 14th of January, in Remem- 
brance of a huge Mallard or Drake, found (as Tradition 
goes) impriſon'd in a Gutter or Drain under Ground, and 
grown to a vaſt Bigneſs, at the Digging for the Foundation 
of the College. \ Bo 


% Now to account for the Longzvity of this Mallard ; 
Mr. Willughby, in his Ornithology, tells us (Pag. 14. 

ſpeaking of the Age of Birds) that he was aſſur'd by a Friend 
of his, a Perſon of very good Credit, that his Father kept 

a Gooſe known to be 80 Years of Age, and as yet found 
and luſty, and like enough to have liv'd x many Years longer, 
had he not been forc'd to kill her for her Miſchievouſneſs, 
worrying and deſtroying the young Geeſe and Goſlings. 


| « And my Lord Bacon in his Nat. Hiſt. Pag. 286. 
9 fays, The Gooſe may paſs among the long Livers, though 
= his Food be commonly Graſs and ſuch kind of Nourifh- 

ment, eſpecially the Wild-Gooſe : Whereupon this Pro- 


verb grew among the Germans, Magis Senex quam Anſer- 
"vals, Older than a Wild-Gooſe. F 


« And if a Gooſe be ſuch a long-liv'd Bird, why not 

a Duck or Drake, fince I reckon they may be both rank'd 

in the ſame Claſs, though of a different Species as to their 
Size, as a Rat and a Mouſe ? | 


« And if ſo, this may help to give Credit to our All- 
Souls Mallard. However this is certain, this Mallard is 
the accidental Occaſion of a great Gaudy once a Year \# 
„ and great Mirth, though the Commemoration of their 
1 Founder is the chief Occaſion. For on this Occaſion is 4 
„ Auways ſung a merry old Seng.“ 8 
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A COMPLETE 
VINDICATION 
. THE | 


Mallard of All- Souls College, &c. 


HE Controverſies which have ariſen 
betwixt Men of Learning on Points 
of Criticiſm and Antiquity, have too 

commonly been attended with Conſequences 

greatly derogatory to the Honour of Litera- 
ture, and deſtructive to the Peace of the 
| Learned World, The Heat and Virulence 
with which Diſputes of this Kind have been 
generally conducted, have afforded too juſt 

a Handle to the illiterate Part of Mankind, 
to accuſe the liberal Arts themſelves as mini- 

ſtring Occaſions of Strife and Diſſenſion, ra- 
ther than, what is their boaſted Character, 

. poliſhing the Manners, and mollifying the 

B 5 Paſſions 


— 
rr 


* 


— ̃ . K . ‚— , — OnoeWneg Ser on Oo oo 
- 7 5 
- 


— — — — —ñ RS A r os eh ASD” WOE ITS 


. — — 


2251 — 


than what may be neceſſary to teſtify his Zeal 


ſeem to have over me. He is in Poſſeſſion 


(28 
Paſſions of the human Mind. It is therefore 
the indiſpenſable Duty of every one who draws 7 
his Pen on Polemical Subjects, to take great A 
Care not to proſtitute his Character as an Au- ; 
thor to the low Employment of heaping A- 4 
buſe and Scandal upon his Adverſary; and to F 
admit no more Warmth into his Expreſſions, | 


for the Cauſe of Truth, which ought to be 
the Motive of all his Enquiries, 


The Propriety of theſe Reflections will rea- 
dily appear to any one who has been in the 
leaſt engaged, either as a Reader or an Au- 
thor, in Controverfial Writings; and I have 
the more willingly touch'd upon them in the 
preſent Caſe, as they are a Leſſon to myſelf, 
and a Caution for the regulating my Beha- 
viour towards the Reverend Gentleman with 
whom 1 have now the Misfortune to differ 
in Sentiments. | N 

Mr. Pointer has long made a Figure in the 
learned World as a Chronologer, an Hiſtori- 
an, an Antiquarian and an Almanack- Maker. 
Upon this- Account J am highly ſenſible of 
the great Advantages he may, at firſt View, 


of 


ay 

of a Repdtation which he has been TER 
heaping-together ; the World, I mean all the 
reading Part of it, is prejudiced in his Pavour; bi 
his judgment, Accuracy, Induſtry, and Can- 
dour, have hitherto been acknowledg'd by all: 
Nothing therefore but the great Force of Truth, 
the Evidences Which lie before me for the 
clearing it up, and the Reputation of af in- 
jur'd Society, to which T have formerly had 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations; ſhotd have drawn 
me to enter the Lifts with Him. And I truſt 
that the Goodneſs of my Caufe will compen- 
fate for the want of ill; in it's Advocate. 

. 4 

1 ſhall now, without” farther Preface, Pros 
cede to the Buſineſs of theſe Papers. 

In the 57th . of Mr. Pointer's laſt Per- 
formance &, - where he is diſcourſing of the 
Cuſtoms of All. Souls College, he has the fol- 
lowing Words. Another Cuſtom is that of 
« celebrating their Mallard- Night every Year, 


ce on the 7 of Janilnry, in Remembrance 
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* Intitled OxoxiENss AcAhEIA; Or; the Aut. 
QUIT1zs and Cuklosfriks of the Univerſity of Ox⸗ 
FORD, & c. London : Printed for S. Birt, &c. 1749. 
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Tradition goes) impriſon'd in a Gutter or 
Drain under Ground, and grown to a vaſt 
Bigneſs, at the digging for the Foundation 
of the 1 4D 


te Now to account for the Longevity of 
this Mallard; Mr. Willughby, in his Orni- 


thology, tells us (Pag. 14. ſpeaking of the 


Age of Birds) that he was aſſur'd by a 


Friend of. his, a Perſon of very good Cre- 
dit, that his Father kept a Gooſe known to 
be 80 Years old, and as yet ſound and luſty, 
and likely to have liv'd many Years longer, 
had he not been forc'd to have kill'd her 
for her M:ſchtevouſneſs, worrying and deſtroy- 


B ing the young Geeſe and Goflings. 


« And my Lord Bacon in his Natural Hiſ- 
tory, pag. 286, ſays, The Gooſe may paſs 
among the long Livers, though his F id 
be commonly Graſs, and ſuch kind of Nou- 
riſhment, eſpectally the Wild-Gooſe.— 


« And if a Gooſe be ſuch a long - liv'd 
c Bird, why not a Duck or a Drake, ſince 


I reckon they may be both rank'd in the 


oc * fame Claſs — 


Thus 


6230 

Thus the Mallard of All - Seuls whoſe 
# Remembraunce has, for theſe three Centuries, 
been held in the higheſt Veneration, is is by this 
= Hypotheſis of Mr. Pointer's degraded 
into a Gooſe, or, at leaſt, rank'd in the Jame 
3 > Claſs with that ridiculous Animal; the whole 
F Story on which the Rites and Ceremonies of 


the Mallard depend, is repreſented as merely. 


traditional ; more than a Hint is given of the 
Mziſchievouſneſs of the Bird, whatever he be; 
and all this founded on a pretended Longevity; 
in ſupport of which Fiction the great Names 
of Lord Bacon, and Mr. Willughby are call'd 


in, to make the vilifying Infinuation paſs the- 


more plauſibly upon the World, 


We live in an Age when the moſt ſerious 
Subjects are treated with an Air of Ridicule; 


when every Man ſuppoſes that he has a Right 
of thinking as he pleaſes on any Queſtion, and 
of writing and ſpeaking whatever he thinks. 
I will not pretend to ſay what Reſtraint ought 
to be laid on this Spirit of Licentiouſneſs ; 
ſorry I am to obſerve, that though heretofore 
it was the Characteriſtic only of the young 
and giddy Libertine, it has of late mixed itſelf 
with ſome graver Characters, and infected, as 

in the preſent Caſe, even the Divine and the 
Antiquarian, 


(74) 
Amtiquariani=—=But I ſhall-go on to ſet this 
znportant Aﬀfair in its true Light, and for 
chat Purpoſe I ſhall produce ſuch Authorities 
as ſhall entirely ſubvert Mr. Pointer's Scheme, 
and ſuch as ſhall be ſufficient to convince the 
moſt obſtioate Incredulity. 


And firſt 1 ſhall beg Leave to tranſcribe a 
Paſſage from * Thomas Willingham, a Monk 
of St. Ahaus and Regius Profeſſor of Hiſtory: 
in that Monaſtery about the Year 1440. This 
Writer is. well known among the Hiſtorians 
for his Hiſtoria Brevis written in Latin and, 
publiſh'd both by Camden and Archbiſhop 
Parker : But the Tract I amv quoting is in 
Enghih, and intitled, Df wonderful and ſur- 
priüng Eventys, and, as far as I can find, 
has never yet been printed) The eighth 
N of his fifth Book begins thus, 


--Ryohte Wele warthie of Note: ts thilke fa 
modus: Tale of the All-Soulen Mallarde, the 
whiche, becauſe it bin acted in our Oates, and 
Ot a ſuretye vauched uuta me, J will in eme 
Werds relate. 
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Whenas Henrye Chichele the late reno 
ed Arch-Biſhope of Cantorberye had minded ta 
kounden a Collidge in Oxenforde, for the helt 
of his Soule and the Sonles of all thoſe wha 


= peryſhed in the Warres of Fraunce, fighteing 


valiantlye under our moff gracious Henrye 


the fifthe, moche was he diſtraughten concern? 
ing the Place he myhte chooſe tor thilke Pur⸗ 
"2 voſe. Dim thinkyth ſome whyleſt how he 
mygbte place it withouten the eaſtern Porte ok 
the Citie, both for the JIleaſauntneſſe of the 
Headowes and the clere Streamps therebye 
runninge. Agen him thinkpch odir whyleſt 
howe he mote bullden it on che northe Side 
or the helcful Ayre there caming from the 
Fieldis. Nowe while he daubteth thereon 
be dremt, and behold there apperyth unts him 
one of righte godelye {Perfonage, lapinge aud 
AY 2dviſeing as howe he myghte placen his 
A Collidge in the Highe Strete of the Citie, * 
Juere unto the Chirche of aur blelyd Lavie 
che Dirgine, and in Witneſle that it was 


: | fowthe and no vain and deceitful Phantaũe, 
wolled him to lape the ſirct Stane of the 
Foundation at the Torner which turnpth ta⸗ 


Wards the Cattys - Strete, where in Delvinge he 
1 Eupohte of a Suretye finde a ſchwoppinge 
Nallarde impriſan d in the Stake or Sewere, 
ele pkattenen and almoſt Pboſten. Sure 


Toren 


( 16 ) 
Token of the Thrivaunce of his future Col⸗ 


lidge! * 
Moche 


—— 


* Malſingham takes Notice of the Goodneſs of the O 
from the great Siae and Fatneſs of the Mallard, to wit, Hat 
was a ſure Token of the Proſperity of the future College. We may 
go farther, and obſerve that even without this Circuttiſtance, 
which, to be ſure, is no deſpicable one, the Invention of the 
Mallard muſt have been eſteemed a very happy Augury, 
Ducks, both male and female, have always been rank d 
amongſt the Birds of good Fortune, and held, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, ſacred by our beſt Ornitholagiſis. It is a very remark- * 
able Story which Aldrovandus tells us of the Duck which © 
us'd annually to attend the Feaſt of St. Nicholas, at Mont- © 
She in France, and facrifice one of her Duc#lings to the 
Shrine of that Saint. Take it in his own Words. 3 


1 


In ed Galliæ parte, que olim ſub Venetorum, Morinorum- 
gue nomine cenſebatur (nunc Britanniam dicunt) prope urbem 4 ö 
Redmenſem oppidum ęſt Monsfortis nomine, ubi Decembri menſe 
cum S. Nicolai folennia eelebrantur, a parvo lacu non longe ab 
oppido, ed hora, qud vel miſſa, vel veſpertiuæ orationes cantan- 
tur, Anas templum init cum tredecim pullis; que aa | * Y 
aram circumdedit, ad eum lacum regreditur, uno pullorum, 9% 3 
ſecum veniens duxit, deficiente, neque vero quo is ſe recipiat © * 
intelligitur. Quad ſi quis, ut rei experimentum faciat, aut 3 
quia rei nullam fidem habeat, comprehendere aut occidere ten- 
taverit, confeſtim rabie corripitur, ac moritur, aut in grauem 
morbum ſubito incidit. Our Author goes on to aſſure his 
Reader that no Doubt cou'd be made of the Truth of this : 2 
Story, and appeals particularly to the Teſtimonies of Bap- 
ta Campefulgoſus, and Gaudentius * (Alarovandi 1 I 
Ornithol. Lib. 19.) 1 
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Soche doubteth he when he awoke on the 
Nature of this Uiſion, whethyr he mote vive 
Þ pede thereto or not. Then adviſyth he thereon 
| with monie Dotters and ny Clerkys, who 


8 * "I Y _— ttt. . ns _— N — 


The following C ircumſtance which we have from Andreas 


* Fulvius is ſtill more pertinent to the preſent Caſe. We find 
that even the brazen Figures of Ducks and Mallards which 


were diſcover'd in laying the Foundation of a Church at 
Rome, were thought to portend ſo much good Luck, that 
they were laid up among the "Treaſures and Relicks of that 
Church.—Dum templum S. Marie in Aquiro Anaſtaſius Papa 
conderet, eree Anates in fundamentis ejus reperiebantur, que ea 
in templo etiamnum videntur. (De verbis antiq. Lib. 4.) 


Nardini (P. 375 of his Roma Antica) ſuppoſes theſe brazen 
Figures to have helong'd to the ancient Temple of Juturna, 
to whom, probably, as ſhe was a River Deity, theſe Birds 
were ſacred. —A very great Curioſity of this Kind, being an 
antique glaſs Figure of a Mallard, hath, I hear, been lately 
found amongſt the Ruins of one of Chichele's Foundations at 
Higham Ferrers in Northamptonſhire, and preſented to All 
Souls College by the Rev. Gentleman who had the good For- 
tune to diſcover it. 


On the other Hand it hath been obſerv'd to forebode ſome 
very grievous Diſaſter, when theſe ſocial and domeſtic Birds 
have on a ſudden left the uſual Place of their Reſidence. A 
notable Inſtance of the Truth of this Obſervation we have 
from the afore-quoted learned Ornithologi/t. Anates domeſ- 
ticas ( lays he) circa annum à nato Chriſto 1527, domeflice man- 


= /uctudinis oblitas, & ſubitd efferatas, ſylvas petiifſe in Vindelicis 


annalibus legitur ; & ſubſecutam infelicem ꝓromiſcuæ multitu+ 
dinis in Syriam nauigationem, domi famem, & peſtem. ( Aldrov. 
Ornith. ibid.) 5 | | 

8 all 
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all ſeyde howe he oughte to maken Trial upon 


it. Then comyth he to Oxenforde, and on a 
Dave fir'd, after Maſſe ſeyde, proceedeth he 
in ſolemne wyſe, with Spades and Pick⸗ 
ares for the nonce provided, to the Place afore 
ſpoken of, But long they had not digged ere 
they herde, as it myghte ſeme, within the wam 
of the Erthe horridStrugglinges and Flutter- 

 inges, and anon violent Quaakinges of the 
diſtreſſyd Mallarde. Then Chichele Iyfteth up 
his hondes and ſeyth Benedicite, &c. &c. Mowe 
when they broughte him forth behold the Size 
of his Bodie was as that of a Buſtarde or an 
Oſtridge. And moche wonder was thereat, 


for the lycke had not been ſeene in this Londe, 
ne in onie odir, 


"ny we have the Matter of Fa& prov'd 


from an authentic Record, wherein there is not 


one Word ſaid of the Longevity of the Mal- 
lard, upon a Suppoſition of which Mr. Pointer 


has founded his whole Libel. The Mallard, 


*tis true, had grown to a great Size. But, 
what then? Will not the Richneſſe and Plen- 
ty of the Diet he wallowed in very well ac- 
count for this, without ſuppoſing any great 
Number of Years of Impriſonment ? The 


* Words of the Hiſtorian, I am ſure, rather g 


diſcourage any ſuch Suppoſition. Sure Token, 
| 73 lays 
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| 1 | fays * of the Thrivance of his future College ! 


Which ſeem to me to intimate the great Progreſs 


the Mallard had made in fattening, in a ſhort 
. Space of Time. But, be this as it will, there is 
not the leaſt Hint of a Gooſe in the Caſe. No: 
The impartial Walſingham had far higher No- 
4 tions of the Mallard, and could form no Com- 


pariſon of him, without borrowing his Idea 


from ſome of the moſt noble Birds, the Buſ- 


tard and the Os Ke. 


I ſhall not uſurp upon the Reader's Time and 
Patience by producing any more Evidences of 
this Kind, as I take this of Vallingbam to be fo 
full and clear in itſelf that it wants no Support 
nor Explanation ; and tho' a few minute Cir- 
cumſtances relating to this great Event, which 
are not here mention'd, might be retriev'd by 
a Variety of Quotations from other Authors, 
yet I muſt confeſs that I never met with any one 
ſingle Account of this Aﬀair ſo compleat and 
conſiſtent in all its Particulars. Here therefore 
I reſt my Hiſtorical Proof, and procede to one 
of a different Nature, which will refle& great 
Honour upon my Subject, and, in the unfold- 
ing of which, I ſhall have an Opportunity of 
correcting the Blunders of former Commenta- 
tors, who have loſt themſelves in the Mazes of 

| C2 Errour, 


— 4 


err * = 


(20) - 
Errour, for Want of that Aſſiſtance which the 


foregoing Piece of H:/tory might have ſupply'd 
them with. 4 


There are few Nations in Europe but what 
have boaſted of prophetical Writings or Tradi- 
tions peculiar to themſelves, ſuch as have been 
deliver'd down for many Ages from Father to 
Son, and contain, or ſeem to contain, in them, 
the legible Traces of every War, Peſtilence, 
Revolution, Famine and Earthquake that have 


affected the Fortune of that Country they relate 


to. Thus the Romans had their S:by/lne Ver- 
ſes; the French boaſt of their Neftradamus ; 
our Fore-fathers, for many Centuries, placed 


their Faith in Merlin; as we, their Sons, I 


mean all the loyal and well- affected Part of us, 
do in Nzxon, or rather in Mr. Oldnii xon's Edi- 
tion of him. I ſhall not give my own private 


Opinion of the Reaſonableneſs of this Kind 


of Faith, as I don't chuſe to draw upon my- 
ſelf the Laughter of thoſe Scoffers with which 
the Age we live in too much abounds ; but if 
any of theſe Gentlemen ſhall find themſelves 
ready to burſt at the firſt mentioning of it, I 


ſhall only deſire them to moderate their Mirth, 


nll they have attended me through the fallen. 
jog ſhort Piece of Criticiſm ; by which Time, 
- "i will 
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621) 1 
I will engage to have gain'd their Wonder, 
and Silence, if not their Belief, * 


Whoever has ſeen the I Collection of Engliſb 


- Prophecies publiſh'd in Folio, Lond. 1666, 


may poſſibly remember the following Frag- 
ment and the unſatisfactory Account there 
given of it. The Compiler of that Collec- 
tion aſcribes t to Merlin. I cannot, for my 
own Part, but join with thoſe who believe it 
to be of a much later Date, as I think the 
Reaſons urged for this Opinion are much 


more cogent- than any thing I have ſeen ad- 


vanced againſt it, There is not, however, 
any Room to ſuppoſe it a Forgery of any 
later Time than the Year 1437, when the 
College of All. Souls was founded; for, had 
that been the Caſe, we ſhould doubtleſs have 
ſeen it applied to the Story of the Mallard, 


_— ON 1 


— — 


* WOO 
; 


* If any Gentleman hath a ſerious Mind to have his 
Faith ſtrengthen'd, with regard to this kind of Prophecy, 


I would recommend to him a Peruſal of the Appendix 


to the Rev. Mr. Fortin's Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
where he may be equally entertain'd and improv'd with, 
what Mr. Warburton thinks a Curiefity deſerving to bs 
known, the Viſions of Rice Evans, _ 


Printed for John Hill and Henry Barker. 


On 
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on account of which it muſt have been made. 
For I can hardly conceive that any Man would 
be at the Pains of inventing and framing a 
mock Prophecy, without going through with 
the Buſineſs, and taking a full Enjoyment 
of the Impoſture by the Application of it. 
The Verſes I penny of run thus: | 


When Inglokde' s King ore Reaulme of 
Fraunce thall reigne 
and Brittan noughte by all her armes thall gayn, 
The Preeſt for paſt and future ſoules ſhalt care: 
And chaunge for Praiers lc Councile of the 


Th' impriſon'd Birde ſhall vaunt his Libertie, 


The Earthe ſhall quake—— 


No Words could more cis point out 
the Time, when this Tranſaction of the Mal- 
lard happen'd, than thoſe of the two firſt 

/ . Verſes. Henry VI. the then reigning King, 
had been crown'd and acknowledg'd King 

of France in Paris, and the Sum total which 
this Nation gain'd by that Conqueſt, will, I 
ſuppoſe, be own'd by every modern Politician, 
to be fully expreſs'd in the ſecond Line. 


The Preeſt for, Sc.] . theſe two Verks 


we have the Account of Ch:chele's founding 
his 


A 


(23) 

his College almoſt literally deſcrib'd. I would 
not be thought to hint here that there is any 
Thing particular or ſurprizing in the Prieſt's 
caring for the Souls of Men. No: I have 
too great a Veneration for the Clergy, to think 
of throwing ſuch a Slander upon their Func- 
tion, But the Rev. Mr. Pointer himſelf will 


own, that the Circumſtance of caring for paſt 
and future Souls is very preciſe and deſcriptive 


if applied to this Tranſaction; and the Propriety 
of this Application will be ſtill more evident, 
when we reflect on what is ſaid in the ſecond 
Line of changing for Prayers the Councils of the 
War, which was exactly the Archbiſhop's 
Caſe, ,who had been very inſtrumental in ad- 
viſing King Henry V. to aſſert his Title to 
the Crown of France by Arms, * and was pro- 
bably induc'd to found his College by way of 


expiating for the Blood ſpill'd in that Conteſt. 


MC 


— 
« 


* Porro univerſos ſuos alumnos juſſit Hen. Sti. Th. 
Clar. Ducis, procerum, militumque qui in bello Gallico 
occubuiſſent, et Chriſtianorum demùm omnium memori- 
am celebrare inter divina officia pro ratione temporum 
peragenda : religione uti videtur perculſus, quod illius belli 
author et ſuaſor fuiſſet, in quo homines innumeri animas 


effudiſſent, ideoque 8 ſuum Animarum omnium 
fidelium defunctorum de Oxonia appellari juſſit. 


36 Arthurus Duck, in Vitd Chichlet. ) 
I doubt 
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(44) 
I doubt not but that my Reader hath anti- 
cipated the remaining Part of my Explana- 
tion, and begins to think all farther Comment 
unneceſſary. But in return for my Civility, in 
admitting him ſo ſoon behind the Curtain, I hope 
he will have Patience to ſtay out the Entertain- 
ment ; eſpecially when he conſiders that as 
this Prophecy has hitherto been uſurp'd by a 
different Hypotheffs, and interpreted upon ano- 
ther Plan, it is incumbent upon me to eject 
the old Claimants before I can reckon n 
in full Poſſeſſion of it. 

Th' impriſon'd Birde, Sc.] Here, accord- 
ing to my Syſtem, we have an expreſs Pre- 
diction of the Releaſe of the Mallard.—But 
let us examine impartially what hath been 
_urg'd in your of one Explication. 1 


Mr. Lily, Dr. BS and others, have agreed 
that the zmpriſon'd Bird muſt mean the fa- 
mous Charles V. Emperor of Germany, pre- 
figur'd here by the Bird, that is the Eagle, 
which every one knows to be the Enſign of 
the Empire. This Prince, ſay they, was 
taken Priſoner by the French King, Francis J. 
and carry d into France, where he was de- 
tain'd A whole Year, at the End of which 

p this 
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this Prophecy was fulfill d by the Treaty 


which procur d his Liberty. In anſwer to 
which, I beg that the following Particulars 


may be vuly, conſider d. 


1 That during the long Reign of Charles V. 
(which was cotemporary with thoſes of our 
Henry VIII. Edward VI. Queen Mary, and 
Part of Queen Elizabeth's) not one of our 
Engliſh Monarchs had any Pretenſions to the 
Crown of France. This Objection ought to 
have ſtartled our wiſe Expy/itors from the very 
Circumſtance which they mention of his be- 
ing taken Priſoner by a French King. 


2. It will not be 80 upon this Suppoſi- 
tion, to find out who the Prieſt was that 
was ſo ſollicitous for the Welfare of paſt and 
future Souls, The Reformers of thoſe Days 
may indeed be faid to have taken great Care 
of the future Souls, by the Care they took in 
purifying the Religion of their Country from 
the Dregs of Popery, but the Romiſh Clergy 
who" are the only People that pretend to ma- 
nage the Affairs of tbe paſt, that is the Souls 
of thoſe that are dead) were neyer more a- 
bandon'd and profligate, as might eaſily be 
per d from the Hiſtories of thoſe Times :: 

| | D 3. The 


* 
( 26 ) 
3. The laſt Words of the Prophecy ſeeming 
very poſitively to intend an Earthquake, our 
Expoſitors have been upon the high Search 
tor one correſponding with this Impriſonment 
of Charles the fifth. But how unlucky have 
they been in this Particular ? For, after all 
their Pains, they have been able to diſcover 
but one ſmall Shock, during the whole Year, 
and that in [taly. And I ſhall leave it with 
my Reader to judge whether this Circum- 
_ ſtance, in a Country where Earthquakes are, 
in ſome Seaſons, as frequent as Hail-Storms 
are in England, can be ſuppoſed to be of 
ſuch Importance as to deſerve to be the Sub- 
je& of a Prophecy. But, 


Lofitly, What muſt put an End to this 
Debate, and overthrow the whole Scheme of 
our Opponents, is this; that, by the concur- 
rent Teſtimony of all the Hiſtorians, the Em- 
peror Charles V. xR VNR. was taken Priſoner by 
Francis I. nor by any other Monarch; but on 
the contrary, that Francis was taken Priſoner 
by Charles at the Battle of Pavia, and ſent 
into Spain, where he * was detain'd for the 


* 


1— 


* Sce Mezeray's Abreg? Chronoldgique, Tom 7. P. 35 T. 
: Space 
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Space. of thirteen Months. I am heartily 
griev'd that the Purſuit of my Subject and 
the Cauſe of Truth, have laid me under a 
Neceſſity of expoſing the palpable Ignorance 
of theſe Gentlemen; yet, at the fame. Time, 
I cannot but ſay, that it gives me ſome Sa- 
tisfaction to reflect that though Mr. P. has 
maliciouſly endeavour d to traduce the Mal. 
lard into a Gooſe, others, equally ſkill'd with 
himſelf in Hiſtory and Criticiſm, have agreed 
to miſtake him for an Emperor, or an Eagle, 


The Earthe ſhall quake, &c.] Theſe Words 
will readily be explaned by looking back on 
our Quotation from Malſingbam, where he 
mentions the violent Qyaakingesof the diſtreſſed 
Mallarde pent up within the Bowels of the 
Earth, Let us reſtore therefore the originat 
Reading, The Earthe ſhall Duaake, 


Thus, you ſee, to the Honour of re Cri- 
ticiſin, by the eaſy Reſtoration of one Letter, 
which had been dropt, I ſuppoſe, by the 
Negligence of Tranſcribers, this very difficult 
Paſſage is reconcil'd to the Context, all Ob- 
{curities are clear'd up, and to the great Joy 
o of myſelf and the Reader, we have got rid 
of the Earthquake, —— We cannot but ob- 
| | D 2 ſerve 
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ferve here that this Circumſtance of the Earth's 
quacking, or, as it is better ſpelt in our old 
Engliſh, Quaakeinge, entirely deſtroys Mr. 
Pointer's Scheme of the Gooſe ; as this Ex- 
preſſion cannot with any Propriety, be ap- 
ply'd to that Bird, or indeed to any other 
but a Duck, or a Mallard. * I am 


DS 


— — 


* JWe ſee here a ſad Inſtance of the Want of a general 
Knowledge, and general Reading. Our Author's favour- 
ite Scheme in the Explication of this Prophecy, which he flat- 
ters himſelf to be ſo well grounded as not to be ſhaken by the 
Force of any Criticiſm, may be deſtroy d by an Obſervation 
which his own, or any honeſt Farmer's Wife in his Pariſh, might 
have help'd him to. Had he condeſcended to have conſulted 
them upon this Subject, they would have aſſur d him that the 
Loquacity of Ducks, *' which we commonly call Quacking 
(which the Author of Philomela expreſſeth by the Mord tetrinire, 


In fluviiſque natans fortè tetrinit Aas; 


end Alciatus by that of garrire, 


. 


Garrit in illarum ſe recipitgue gregem ; 
and for which J. C. Scaliger adepteth the Epithet quiritatrix, 
Herbilis Anſer, atque Anas quiritatrix ;) 


is like the Loguacity of ſome other Parts of the Creation, 
confin'd entirely to the Females, and that the Mallard never 
quacketh, or (as this Gentleman age to write it) doth 


Duaake, W. 
urs the petulant 2 with which this 
N ote 


4 » | 


JT am not conſcious to myſelf that 1 bs 
overſtrained any Part of the foregoing Expli- 
cation 
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Note hath. been introduc'd into the World, agd handed 
about with an Air of Triumph, among the Critics, I will 
be bold to affirm that it hath as little Truth or Reaſon to 
ſupport it, as any that ever appear'd at the Bottom of a 
Page of Shakeſpear. Cou'd it be prov'd that the male Duck 
or Mallard never quacks, it would indeed take away the 
very Key-ftone of my critical Building, and the whole 
muſt conſequently fall to the Ground, But, from the beſt 
' Enquiries I have been able to make, and the little Reading 
I have had the Opportunity of beſtowing on this Subject, 


I am fo far from being inclin'd to give up the Point, that 


I am, from every Conſideration, more and, more con- 
vinc'd of the Truth and Stability of my Syſtem. 


The Mallard, tis well known, is a very grave: and ſo- 
lemn Bird, Admodian lentè incedit (ſays Aldrovandus ) ut 
quandam gravitatem pre ſe ferre videatur ; and it had been 
very abſurd in Nature, and very inconſiſtent with the De- 
corum and Oeconomy of all her other Works, had ſhe 
made him, at the ſame Time, a noiſy, loquacious, and 
babling Animal. But is it, for this Reaſon, to be con- 
cluded that he has no Voice at all ? It will be found upon 
Enquiry, to be far otherwiſe. The Mallard, as I am well 
aſſur d, upon any great Emergency or preſſing Diſtreſs, 
exerts a very ſtrong and ſonorous Throat. And this Was 
the Caſe of the Mallard of All-Souls ; and the Conſidera- 
tion of this Circumſtance will lead us to obſerve a very 
great Propriety in Malſingham's Manner of relating this 
Story.—But long they had not digged (ſays he) ere they herde, 
as it mote ſeme, within the M am of the Erthe, horrid Strug- 


p/inges. 
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cation in order to ſuit Things to my own Pur- 
poſe. I would ſcorn to impoſe upon the 
World 


N 


glinges and Flutteringes, and ANON (i. e. after every other 
Method of Complaint had fail'd) violent Buaakinges of the 
dftreſyd Mallarde. 


But to determine this Queſtion to the Satisfaction of the 
Learned, let us go on to examine what the moſt celebrated 
Philoſophers and Inquirers into Nature have obſerved on this 
Head. Ariftotle, Pliny, and Solinus have ſaid nothing on the 
Duacking either of Ducks or Mallards ; fo that all we can 
gather from them is, what indeed is a great Preſumption i is 
our Favour, that they, curious and inquiſitive as 
were, had never heard of this notable Difference between 
the Males and Females of this Species of Birds. But, 
to come a little lower. Aldrovandus, whom we have be- 
fore quoted, who is the moſt famous of our more mo- 
dern Naturaliſis, and who, according to M. Bayt, 
ſpar'd no Pains or Expence in his Reſearches, hath given 

us a Philoſophical and Anatomical Account of this _ 
of Vociferation. 


Vocem Anas ſays he) cur tam acutam, atque magnam edat, 
cum apud meipſum mirarer, eam diſſecui, cauſam eus ſcruta- 
turus, haud dubid ex arteriæ aſperæ figurd, quam ſant di- 
verſam eſſe ab aliis reperi. Dua igitur bifariam divaricatur 
in plumones, veſicam quandam habet duram, cartilagineam, 
concauam, ubi major apparet dextrorsùm ver gentem. He then 
goes on to deſcribe theſe Parts more particularly by the 
Help of a Copper Plate, and imputes, as we ſee here, the 
great Strength of the Voice to this hard, cartilaginous, 
concave Subſtance. k doth, n not appear, indeed, from the 

Words 
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World by diſ-ingenuous Miſrepreſentations, 
for the ſake of cſtabliſhing a favourite Hypo- 


thefis. 
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Words of Alarovandus himſelf, whether the Bird he diſ- 
ſected were a Duck or a Mallard; and it ſeems that he 
was not apprehenſive of any Difference, in this Point, 
between them. - But by comparing this Account with a 
Paſſage or two in Mr. Painter's Friend Willugbby, it is evi- 
dent that it muſt have been a Mallard or Drate. The 
«. Drake (ſays this Author, B. 3. Chap. 4. Sect. 1.) hath 
« a certain long Veſſel or Bubble at the Divarication of 
“ the VWind-pipe, which we call a Labyrinth.” He ſeems 
indeed a little dubious (B. 1. Ch. 2.) in accounting for 
the Uſe of it: But the moſt probable Conjecture he makes 
_ coincides with the Opinion of Aldravandus, viz. That 
it ſerves to increaſe the Force-of the Voice.” And af- 
terwards, in the ſame Page, he expreſoly confines (from 
the Information of a curious and ingenious Friend) this 
additional vocal Organ in Birds, ** to the Cocks of the 
& broad-bill'd or Duck-kind.” So that, we fee, if either 
Sex can pretend to a Superiority in Force and Ener- 
gy of Voice, it ſeems, from the connected Teſtimony of 
theſe two Ornithologi/ts, moſt eminently to belong, not to 
the Duck, but to the Mallard. 


But let us attend to our Author ( Aldrevardus) when 
he talks expreſsly of the Quacting of Mallard, and the 
Difference between the Note of the male and female 
Duck. Anates mares —quorum (fays he) vox rauca at gra- 
vis eft, faminarum acutior, ut quidam putant this, it 
ſeems, was the Opinion of ſome, that the Quart of the 
Mallard was hoarſe and deep, and that of the Duct 
more ſharp and piercing. But there is a very great Name, 

; no 
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theſis. I think I may ſay, without Prejudice; 
that if this Prophecy be not fulfilled by the 
ſurprizing 
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no leſs than that of Albertus Magnus, which fubſcribes to 
the oppoſite Sentiment. Et en (ſays he, Lib. 23. de natu- 
ris avium) vox famine craſſior, et vox maris acutior, in omni 
anatum genere. — But, be this as it will; there is no Hint 
given that it ever was the Opinion of any Sect of Natural 
Philoſophers that the Mallard never guack'd : And, ac- 
cordingly, Alurovandus goes on, ſpeaking of the whole 
 Duck-kind; to obſerve, — Hoc autem præter omnem controver- 
fiam ęſi, aves efſt valdt clamoſas, unde Pontanus de e 
2 ait _ | 


Hic clamore . vicerit, atque Anates, 
d 


Had there been any Truth in this Obſervation of the 
Taciturnity of the Mallard, I know of no Author ſo like- 
ly to have taken Notice of it as our Oxford Philoſopher 
Motton de Differ entiis animalium ; and yet there is not the 
leaſt Trace of it to be found in him. He remarks in his 
149th Ch. (De anatino genere)—Anati gula tata ampla et 
lata e, and all the Difference he obſerves, between the 
Male and Female, is—Anas mas major gſi fæmind, et colore 
magis vario. From whence it ought rather to be inferr'd 
that, as the Mallard muſt neceſſarily have the wider and 
larger Throat, it ſhould ſeem probable. that his Voice 


might be proportionably /frong and ſonorous. 


I ſhall cloſe theſe Authorities with enother Paſſage from 
Mr. Willugbly, wherein he notes the only Difference he 
had obſerv'd between the Duck and the Drake, and ſhews 
himſelf as ignoraut as Motton with regard to the Quacking. 
— Between the Duck and the Drake there is this Dit- 

i 
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furprizing Hiſtory of the Mallard, it nevet 

was and never will be fulfilled to the End of 
| the 
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&« ference, that he hath growing on his Rump certain ered? 
« Feathers reflected backwards toward his Head, * ſhe | 
& hath not.” (B. 3. Ch. 4. S. 1.) 


I might have given a very ſhort, and, perhaps, unex- 
ceptionable Anſwer to this ingenious Criticiſm, had I been 
pleas'd to have obſerv'd, that the whole Hi/tery of this 
Tranſaction, as well as the Prophecy, appears to have ſome- 
thing in it ſupernatural and miraculous,. and that, when 
Things were in this Train, it could not ſeem in the leaſt 
unreaſonable that the Mallard of All. Souls (though dumb 
all his Life before) ſhou'd be allow'd, in that di/trefſed 
State, to break out into violent Puackings, To have cor- 
roborated this Suppoſition I might have quoted from Aulus 
Gellius (Lib. 5. Cap. 9.) the Inſtance of the dumb Son of 
Creſus; nay, had I aliow'd myſelf the Liberties which 
have been taken by ſome late Diſſertators, on very trifling 
and very naſty Subjects, I need not have confin'd myſelf 
to profane Hiſtory. But I ſcorn to act fo unphileſophically as 
to ſhelter myſelf behind an Hypatheſis of this Kind, when 
the bare Conſideration of the phyſical Qualities, Cauſes, and 
Differences of Things, is abundantly ſufficient, in this Caſes | 

to unravel every Difficulty : 


[ 
— — 


Non tali auxilie 


nec dignus vindice nodus. 


I ought now to apologize to my Reader for detaining 
him ſo long on this Subject, as to have ſwell'd this Note 
Sf almoſt 


— 

( 34) 
the World. If you have a Lock (faith tlie 
e ingenious Dr. Burnet in his Theory of the 
« Earth) that conſiſts of a great deal of Work- 
e manſhip, many Wards and many odd Pieces 
* and Contrivances, and you find a Key that 
% anfwers to them all, and opens it readily, tis 
* a thouſand to one that tis the rue Key, 
e and was made for that Purpoſe.” 


But it is Time to return to our Author, who 
purſues his Invecſives againſt the Mallard, by 
deſcribing him (under the Character of the 
old Gooſe) as a very miſchievous Bird, that 
ought to be kill d. I remember to have ſeen 


almoſt into a Diſſertation, But when he conſiders the 
Importance of the Queſtion that hath lain before us; that 
not only the Credit of this Vindication, but the hitherto 
unimpeached Veracity of Thomas Walſingham depends upon 
it, which, unleſs the Mallard be found to have guac#d, 
muſt ſink and be loſt for ever with that of the Lucians, 
the Geoffries of Monmouth, the Oldmixons, and the Burnets of 
Hiſtory ; and when he further conſiders that the Learned 
in Natural Science have already begun to divide into Par- 
ties upon it, and that very laborious Diſquifitions and 
Diſcourſes are probably, at this very Time, compiling to 
be laid before the next Meeting in C——ne C——: ; he 
will not think it improper in me to have endeavour'd to 
ſet the Truth of the Caſe in a clear Light, nor that I have 
thrown away my Labour, or He his Patience. 


a Letter 


(35) 


a Letter of Archbiſhop Abbot's to the Warden 


and Fellows of All-Souls, wherein he accuſes 
the anniverſary Celebration of the Mallard as 
the Cauſe of ſome Riot and Diſorder among 
the younger People of the College, and the 
ſame injurious Sentiment Mr. P. hath adopted, 
and endeavour'd to infinuate, by the Expreſ- 
ſions of worrying and deſtroying the young 
Geeſe and Goſlings. And to give a better 
Countenance to this Inſinuation, he is pleas'd 
immediately after to intimate to his Reader 
(as from Lord Bacon *) the Probability of its 


being a Wild-Gooſe. © The Gooſe (fays he) 


4 may paſs among the long Livers, though 


« his Food be Graſs and ſuch kind of Nou- 


« riſhment, ESPECIALLY the Vild-Gooſe. 
Now that the Arcbbiſbop (whoſe Principles 
had too great a Tendency towards Puritan- 


— — 
— 


* I have not given myſelf the Trouble of examining 
whether Mr. P. hath dealt ingenuouſly with his Reader in 
theſe Quotations, or not. Indeed it is not a Point of mych 
Concern to our Debate. The Paſſages are to be conſi- 


der'd, by us, as they lie in his Book, with that particular 


Turn towards Sarcaſm and Satyr, which he hath very art- 
Fully thrown upon them. If they are genuine, he hath 
| ſhewn his great Skill at Application, and, if they are not 
ſo, the Fertility of his Invention. In either Caſe the 
Slander is the ſame. 


E 2 1 


3 
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;/m) ſhould expreſs himſelf with too much 
Acrimony againſt the Obſervation of a joyous 


Feſtival, howſoever innocent and ſignificant 
the Inſtitution of it might be, is not much 
to be wonder'd at; but, I own, I am greatly 
ſurpriz'd to find an Orthodox Clergyman, like 


Mr. Pointer, abetting the ſame Errours, and 


propoſing (though bee the ſame dan- 


gerous Innovations. 


Mr. Pointer goes on thus—* However, this 
te jg certain, this Mallard is the accidental 


- « Occaſion of a great Gaudy once a Year 


* and great Mirth——For on this Occaſion 
te is always ſung @ merry old Song.” Rem 
tam ſeriam, tam negligenter ! Wou'd any 


one but this Author have repreſented ſo auguft 


a Ceremony as the Celebration of the Mallard 
by thoſe vulgar Circumſtances of eating, and 
drinking, and ſinging @ merry old Song? Doth 
he not know that the greateſt States, even 
thoſe of Rome and Carthage, had their Infant 
Foundations diſtinguiſh'd by Incidents very 
much reſembling thoſe of the Mallard, and 
that the Commemoration of them was cele- 
brated with Hymns and Proceſſions, and 
made a Part of their Religious Obſervances ? 
Let me refreſh his Memory with a Circum- 
ſtance 


(37) 

' ſtance or two relating to the Head of Tolus, 
which was diſcover'd at the Foundation of 
the Capitol, The Romans held the Remem- 
brance of it in the greateſt Veneration, as 
will appear by the following Quotation from 
Arnobius, in a Fragment preſerv'd by Lipſius 
% —quo die (ſays he, ſpeaking of the annual 
te Celebrity) congregati Sacerdates, & eorum 
& Miniſtri, totum Capitolinum collem cir- 
be cumibant, cantilenam quandam ſacram de 
te Toh cujuſdam  capite, dum molirentur Fun- 
te damenta invento, recitantes. Deinde ad cæ- 
t nam vere pontificiam ſe recipientes, &c.— 
Part of this merry old Song (as Mr. P. wou'd 
call it) is preſery'd by Veſſius in his Book De 
facris Cantilenis Veterum Romanorum. The 
Chorus of it ſhews ſo much the Simplicity 
of the ancient Roman Poetry that I cannot 
forbear tranſcribing it for the Benefit of my 
Reader, as the Book is too ſcarce to he in 
every one's Hand, It runs thus; 


Tol I caput venerandum ! 
Magnum caput & mirandum | 
Tori x an & mw 


I make no Doubt but that every true 
Critick will be highly pleas'd with it, For 
my 


”—_ 


| (38) 
own Part, it gives me a particular Plea- 
ſure to refle&t on the Reſemblance there is 
between this precious Religue of Antiquity, and 
the Chorus of the Mallard. 


* Oh! by the Blood of King Edward, 
It was a ſwopping, * ſwopping Mallard ! 
i > | | The 


es. . 0 


* The Epithet of ſwopping, or, as Walſingham writes it, 
ſchwoppinge, is with great Propriety applied to the 
Mallard. The gv Song, or Ode if Commemoration, 
enumerates ſeveral Parts of him as remarkably deſerving 
this Character. One Circumſtance of this kind, which 
our Poet hath taken Care to celebrate, agrees exactly with 
what the NVaturaliſt, whom we have already been fo 
much oblig'd to, hath obſerv'd as very wonderful, and 
peculiar to this Bird. Foc verò (ſays he) in hac 
ave valde mirum videri poſſit, guod membrum genitale tam 
magnum habeat, ut digiti unius craſſitudinem quatuor verd aut 


guingue longitudinem equet, ſanguinis inſtar rubrum. (Al: 
drov. Ornith. L. 19. P. 85.) 


0 a | ; 
Though probably nothing may be thought more honour- 


able, by our modern Enquirers into Nature, than this Cir- 
cumſtance belonging to the Mallard, yet, I believe, I 
ſhould not have mention'd it, but that I flatter myſelf it 
may be of ſome literary Uſe in explaining a Medal of the 
younger FAUsSTINA, the Wife of MH. Aurelius; which 
hath hitherto baffled the ConjeQures of the moſt know- 
ing Antiquarians. The curious Reader may find it en- 
grav'd (Pl. 49. Numb. 11.) in the Collection of the Dukes 


of 


(39) 
The Greatneſs of the Subject, you ſee, is 
the Thing celebrated in both, and the Man- 


ner 


* 


* 


of Arſehot, publiſh'd by Gevartins. Let us hear what that 
experienc'd Antiquary faith of it. Avis quedam (ſays he) 
Concordiæ conjugalis typus. Pierius & Politianus cornicem 
efſe putant. Forſan et Turtur, cujus nota in comparem fides;, ; 
aut Columba, quod genus avium ſolet unius domus conſortia naſſe. / 
The Legend of this Reverſe is ConcorDIa, and the Figure 

on it is (as our Author ſays) ſome Bird or other, and intend- 

ed very probably as a Type of Conjugal Concord. I can- | 

not conceive on what Reaſons Pierius and Politian founded 6 

their Opinion of it's being a Roo# or 4 Crow, Birds of 

hoarſe and diſcordant Voices, and always believ'd to be 

of evil Omen. The Turtle and Pigeon are, indeed, very 

proper Emblems of Matrimonial Affettion or Concord; but 

then, if we conſider the Character of FausTina, and the 

Manner in which ſhe liv'd with her Huſband, I think they 

will not do for our prefent Purpoſe. The Reverſes we 

find of this Lady (particularly the famous one of the Gla- 

diator, or Venus Vifirix) are generally much more agree- 

able to the Reputation ſhe bears in Hiſtory. On lui donne 

(fays Tri/tan) es reverſes de fes medailles, des deviſes hi con for- 

mes a ſes deportemens qu il ft bien aise de juger qu” elle n y avait 

rien de deſguise en tout ce qui la concernoit. An ingenious 

Friend, whom I have conſulted on this Subject, ſeem'd in- 

clin'd to think it a Phenix, and that Gevartius ought to 

have wrote, RARA quædam avis, tonjugalis Concordiæ typus : 

But, if it be remember'd that the Phemx never had a 

Mate, and that he hath always been made uſe of on Coins 
as an Emblem of Duration, Perpetuity, of Eternity, I be- 1 
| lieve it will not be thought probable that he ſhould, in | 1 

this Place, at leaſt, repreſent Matrimomal Concord. For 1 


. 


aA” a. 


(40) | 

ner of doing it is as nearly equal as the dif- 

. ferent Geniuſſes of the two Languages will 
permit. Let me hope therefore that Mr. P. 
when he exerciſes his Thoughts again on this 
Subject, will learn to think more highly of 
the Mallard than of a common Gaudy, or a 
Merry-making: For it will not be juſt to ſup- 
poſe that the Gentlemen of All Souls can have 
leſs Regard for the Memory of ſo noble 4 
Bird, found all alive, than the Romans had for 
the dead Skull of the Lord knows whom. 


As Iam inclin'd to make this Vindication as , 
ſatisfactory as poſſible to all kinds of Readers, 


— —_— K — 8 — a 


— 


* 


my own Part, after my utmoſt Endeavours to diveſt myſelf 
of all Prejudice on this Occaſion, I cannot but be per- 
ſuaded, that it was intended for a Mallard. The Figure 
on the Coin doth, I am ſure, to any impartial Eye, more 
reſemble this Bird than it doth a Rot or Crow, a Turtle, 
a Pigeon, or a Phenix. And if we lay together the Cir- 
cumſiance mention'd by Aldrovandus, with the Taſte and In- 
clinations of the Lady, I think there can be no Doubt of the 
Propriety of the Emblem; eſpecially if the Reader will be 
pleas'd to view it in that Light, in which, I own, I have 

. always been fond of ſeeing it, viz. As a Device of Faus- 

1 TINA's own chuſing, and containing a modęſt Hint to the 

F x good Man her Huſband, who (notwithſtanding his parti- 

1 cular Turn for moral Phils/opby) might not have ſufficiently 

5 | conſider d this great Truth, That ConNJuGAL JUSTICE 2s 

the beſt, and only ſure Foundation CoN AL CoNncoRD: 


I come 


— — —— — 


n 
Th  —- 

1 come now to conſider an Objection; or 

two, which I am apprehenſive may be made 

uſe of, by ſome captious Critics, to invalidate 

the Hiſtory of the Mallard, And 


| Firſt :- It may be faid that Arthur Duck, 


the Civilian, who wrote the Life of the Foun- 
der, and who, from his Relation to the Mal- 
lard (I mean as he was Fellow of Al-Souls) 
ought to have been well acquainted with 
the Hiſtory of him, hath paſs'd it by, with- 
out beſtowing one Word on an Event ſo won- 
derful and ſo nearly related to his Subje&t;— 
To which I anſwer ; That every, even the 
leaſt; Circumſtance relating to the Mallard, 
hath hitherto been thought too ſacred and 
tnyſterious to be communicated to the Pub- 
lick and ſubmitted to every vulgar Reader. 
Nothing but the manifeſt Neceſſity * of a Vin- 

dication 


—_— 


— _—_ 
—_ —— —— * 


* The Reader will be donvinc'd of the Neceſſity of refut- 
ing Mr. Pointer's Libel in this public manner, by peruſ- 
ing the following Extracts from one of the foreign Biblia- 
thegues for the Month of June laſt ; wherein he will per- 


ceive that the Literati abroad have for ſome Months been in. 


Expectation of ſomething of this Kind. This Writer, af- 

ter giving us the Title of Mr. P's Work, goes on thus: 

ly a long temps gue Monſieur le Pointer de Slapton, a qui 
F 


nous 


b > ee IG oy pe. 


. 


() 


dication of him from the 2% /t Aſper/ions 


thrown out by Mr. P. ſhould have induc'd 
| me 


— — 


nous devons cet Ouvrage, a ett bien connu d tout le mbnde ſa- 
vant, par pluſicurs Livres ecrits avec une Diligence & Soli- 
ditie afſez agreable aux Sujets dont ils traitent. Mais dans 
le Livre, dont nous agiſſons et dont vous venez de liſer le 
Too tl a tout d un Coup, obſcurti tous ſes autres Ouvrages. 

C” eft un Chef d' Oeuvre, oc. After having deſcanted- 


thus on the Praiſes of Mr. Pointer, he deſcends to a par- 


ticular Conſideration of the Mori, and comes to the Point 
before us, on which he remarks in the following Manner. 
Il a decouori que, &c. * He (M. P.) hath diſcover'd that 
de the celebrated Mallard of All. Saul. College was not a 
& Mallard but a Gooſe ; or, at leaſt, that from his Longæ- 


e vity he muſt have had much of the Nature of a l. 


&« in him. What ſhall we ſay to this Affair? What will 
« the World think of this Diſcovery? It ſeems that a 
ce Reputation of 300 Years ſtanding, is not ſufficiently ſe- 
te cured againſt the Pen of a Critic and Philoſopher, a, 
« habile & adroit que Monſicur Pointer. The World is 1m- 
e patient to hear what can be ſaid on the other Side of 
ce the Queſtion. The learned Members of that College 


« will certainly think themſelves obliged to vindicate the 


« Character of their favourite Bird, and themſelves and 
ce their Predeceſſors, from the Imputation of having, for ſo 
many Generations, impos'd upon the Credulity of an ealy 
cc and believing World.” This ſolemn Provocation muff. de 
part of my Excuſe for employing ſome of the little Leiſure 


have from the neceſſary Attendance I owe to my Pariſh, a 


young Wite, and a growing Family, in exerting myſelf in 
Defence of a Society, of which I was, not many Years ſince, 
an unworthy Member. And as I doubt not but that the 

3 Expectations 


£ 
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me to let the World into the Secret by this 

modeſt Defence, which, at the fame Time I 

cannot but regard as a kind of Profanation of 

ſo venerable a Subject. I have however been 0 
very cautious not to divulge any Thing more 

than was abſolutely neceſſary on this Occaſion. 

The Silence therefore of Dr. Duck is \rather 

to be eſteem'd an Argument of his Reſpect 

and Veneration for the Mallard, than of his 

Neglect or Diſbelief of his Story. But 


2dly, It hath been objected by ſome pre- 
tended Well - Wiſhers to the Mallard, that it 
is to be lamented that this Story is not 
authoriz'd by the Founder - himſelf ; and 
that though the Proofs of it do indeed ſeem . 
to be drawn from very great and 7rreproach- 
able Authorities; and though the Rites and 


Expectations of the fereign Literati will be thoroughly ſa- | - 
tified by this Vindication, I do now publickly apply to the 
Authors or Compilers of the Nouvelles de la Republique des © 

Lettres, the Journal des Scavans, the Bibliothegue Univerſelle, 

the Bibliothegue choifie, the Memores pour] Hiſtoire des Sci- 

ences & des beaux Arts, the Aa E ruditorum, the Univer- 

fal Monthly Regiſter, &c. Cc. or any of them, who have 

been ſo complaiſant to Mr. P. as to beſtow their Eulagiums 

upon his Book, that they would, if they are willing to 

avoid the Imputation of great Partiality, immediately take 

proper Notice of this my Performance, and uſher it into 

the World with its due Commendations, 


F 2 Ceremonies 
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Ceremonies attending its anniverſary Celebra- 
tion are very ſignificant and well adapted ta 
the Inſtitution ; yet that Fellows of Colleges 
ought to be careful how they inſtitute Solem= 
nities and Obſervances in which they cannot 
be ſupported by their Statutes. To which it 
may be ſaid, that we are ready to prove, from 
inconteſtable Evidence, that H. Chichele him- 
felf inſtituted the Solemnity of the Mallard, 
In perpetuam rei Memoriam, and aſſiſted per- 
ſonally at the firſt Celebration of it; and, 
though the Statutes be ſilent, yet frequent 
Hints are given of it in that Collection of- 
his Letters which are ſtill preſery'd in the Ar- 
chives of the College, Particularly he begins 
his thirteenth Letter to Dr. Andrewe the firſt 
Warden thus Collegium meum bono Alitè 
fundatum, &c, From whence it is plain that 
ſome Bird, or other, had a Hand in the Foun- 
dation of the College, and what hat Bird 
was hath, I hope, been demonſtrated to eve- 


ry impartial Reader. And this I ſhould think _ 


ſufficient for the Satisfaction of theſe very * 
pulous Gentlemen. 


Let me ſpeak a Word or two more with, 
Mr. P. before 1 roneluſl, 


And 


( 45 ) 

And here let me adviſe him, and all other 
Hypothetical Critics, and Philoſophers,. imme- 
diately to diſcard that falſe Method of Rea- 
ſoning which hath ſo often expoſed them and 
their Sy/ems to the Ridicule of the World, 
Nothing hath ſo frequently fruſtrated the En- 
quiries of ingenious Men, or been ſo great a 
Hindrance to the Advancement of w/ſeful 
Knowledge, as the taking what we affect to call 
firſt Principles upon Truſt, and arguing upon 
them, howlſoever falſe they may be, as from 
Matters of Fact and Bens Thus 
the Philoſophers of the Golden Tooth * erected 
ſeveral Syſtems of natural and ſuper-natural 
Cauſes to explane that wonderful Phænome- 
non; till unfortunately for them, their inge- 
nious Diſquiſitions were put an End to by an 
inquiſitive Goldſmith's demanſtrating the ſaid 
Tooth to be a mere Cheat and a Counterfeit. 2 


* Hiſtoire des 3 par M. e Difl: x 1. Ch. ;Þ 


1 The moſt elaborate Diſſertation on this Subject is that 
of Horftius, Profeſſor of Phyſic at Lipfic, who very wiſely 
pronounces the Tooth to be partly natural, and partly ſu- 
pernatural. This curious Piece is intitled, Jacobi Horfti: 
D. De aureo Dente maxillari Pueri Sileſi ; Primùm, utrum 
us Generatio naturalis fuerit, nec ne: Deinde, an digna 
ejus Interpretatis dari queat. Lipſiæ, 1596.—At the End 
of it, the Author hath very pertinently-ſubjoin'd a ſmall 
Treatiſe, De Noftambulonum Naturd, Differentiis, & 

Caufis, &c. 
| Thus 


. 
Thus, in the laſt Age, the Gentlemen of 
the French Academy employ'd their Talents 
in accounting for the Warmth of vaulted Cel- 
lars in Winter and their Coolneſs in Summer 
till one more acute than the reſt, by the 
Aſſiſtance of a common Thermometer, con- 
vinced his Brethren that thoſe ſubterraneous 
Rooms were nearly of the ſame Tempera- 
ture both in Winter and Summer. Thus 
the Members of another Society, in the Reign 
of Charles the Second, began to be as ingenious 
in diſcovering the Reaſon why a Fiſh of five 
Pounds put into a Veſſel of Water added nothing- 
to the Weight of the ſaid Veſſel, till that ſa- 
gacious Monarch, who * ſometimes honour'd 
their Meetings with his Preſence, propos'd 
that the Veſſel might be weigh'd in both Cir- 
cumſtances. And thus Mr. Pointer by taking. 
the Longevity of the Mallard for granted, 
hath endeavour'd to eſtabliſh thereon the Hy- 
pothejis of the Gooſe, in Oppoſition to all Truth 
and Teſtimony both Hiſtorical and Pr ett 
cal. I ſhall cloſe this Head with a Reflection 
from M. Fontenelle, which I humbly recom- 
mend to the Conſideration of Mr. Pointer. 
ce Je ne ſuis pas ſi convaincu de noſtre igno- 


— 
* See Sprat's Hiſtory of the R. 8. 
Wy | « rance 


4) 
* rance par le choſes' qui ſont, et dont la 
«raiſon nous eſt inconnue, que par celles 


<« qui ne ſont point, & dont nous trouvons la 
ce raiſon.” ol 


Let me farther adviſe him, if he thinks of 
anſwering this Vindication, to do it in a Man- 
ner worthy the Gravity of his own Charac- 
ter, and the Dignity of the Subject. It is too 
commonly the Caſe, in Writing as well as 
in Converſation, when Men are at a Loſs for 
Reaſon and Argument, to endeavour to get 
off by raiſing the Laugh on their Sides. 
But I hope Mr. P. hath „i fo much of the 
true Philoſopher left in him as to diſdain theſe 
little Arts. He will reflect that Things of 
this ſerious Nature are not to be jeſted with, 
and that the Exerciſe of Vit and Imagina- 
tion is ſo far from being of any real Affiſtance, 
that it is the greateſt Obſtruction to all ſo/z4 
Inquiries. He will confider, when he takes 
his Pen in Hand, whether he be able to de- 
ſtroy the venerable Authority of Thomas Wal- 
ſingbam; whether he can ſhew the leaſt Sha- 
dow of a Forgery in the Prophecy T have pro- 
duc'd on this Occaſion; or the leaſt Incon- 
fiſtency or Abſurdity in my Explication of it; 
and whether he be prepar'd to attempt this 

| with 


a 

with that ingenuous Frame of Mind, which 
is apt to yield to the Evidence of Truth, and 
not to be bias'd by any other Conſiderations ? 
An Anſwer drawn up upon theſe Principles, 
and with this Temper will deſerve; and ſhall 
receive from me, a ſerious and candid Reply. 
And then let the learned World judge, whe- 
ther the leaſt Feather dropt -—_ the Mallard, 
for ſuch I have the Modeſty to eſteem myſelf; 
be not an Over-match for the 6% Quill he 
ſhall be able to pack from his Gooſe ? 


But if, which I think may be expected- 
from a Man of his Candour and Sagacity, he 
ſhould be convinc'd of his Errours by the 
Progfs I have here laid before him, I ſup- 
poſe it will not be thought unreaſonable in 
me to deſire him to make ſome public Acknow- 
ledgment of that Conviction, Opportunities of 
doing ſo cannot be long wanting to a Gentle- 
man ſo converſant with the Preſs as Mr, Po:n- 
ter is. However, if I may bx allowed to 
hint the moſt proper Method of giving this 
Satisfaction, I would ſubmit it to him whe- 
ther he ought not, in the next Edition of his 
Chronological Hiſtory, to diſtinguiſh the 14th 
of January in the Year 1437-8, as a Day * 

highly 


(49) 
Bighly remarkable for that wonderful Event, 
1 Invention or Releaſe of the Mallard. 


— more might have been faid, in the 
Courſe of this Vindication, on the Danger and 
evil Tendency of Mr. Pointer's Method of 
writing on Things of ſo: ſerious a Nature; e- 
ſpecially from-the Greatneſs and Authority of 
his Example, which may be too liable to be 
imitated by the many ſuperficial and undiſcern- 
ing Wits of the Age we hve in. But the Rea- 
der will eaſily perceive how cautious I have 
been not to expoſe my Adverſary to the Re- 
ſentment of the World, but have rather cho- 
ſen to defend my Cauſe by plain, ſimple Nar- 
rative of Matter of Fact, than by throwing 
out any warm Reflections on his Views and 
Intentions. I cannot however forbear men- 
tioning one other Inſtance to be met with in 
the Book now lying before us, from whence I 

am apt to fear that it is a fix'd Principle in 
Mr. Pointer to ridicule every Ceremony and 
folemn Injtitution that comes in his Way, how- 
foever venerable it may be for its Antiquity 
and Significance. Speaking (P. 39.) of the 
Boar Head of Queen's College, he ſays, © Ano- 
te ther Cuſtom is that of having a Boar's-Head, 
or the Figure of ene in Mood, brought up 
G into 


(50 
ce into the Hall every Year on Chriſtmas Day.“ 
Now, notwithſtanding this bo!d Hint to the 
contrary, it ſeemeth to me to be altogether 
unaccountable and incredible that a polite 
and learned Society ſhould be fo far deprav'd 
in its Taſte, and ſo much in love with a 
Block-head as to eat it. But as I have never 
had the Honour of dining at a Boar's-Head, 
and as there are many Gentlemen more nearly 
concern'd and better inform'd, as well as bet- 
ter qualify'd, in every Reſpect, to refute this 
Calumny than I am, I ſhall avoid entering into 
a thorough Diſcuſſion of this Subject. I know 
it is given out by Mr. P's Enemies that he 
hath been employ'd by ſome of the young 
Seceders from that College, to throw out this 
Story of the Mooden-Head in order to coun- 
tenance the Complaints of thoſe Gentlemen 
about ſhort Commons, and the great Deficiency 
of Mutton, Beef, &c, And, indeed, I muſt 
needs ſay that nothing could better have an- 
ſwer d their Purpoſe, in this Reſpect, than 
the proving, according to this In/inuation, that 
the chief Diſh at one of their higheſt Feſti- 
vals, was nothing but a Log of Wood bedeck'd 
with Bays and Roſemary ; but ſurely this can- 
not be credited, after the Univer/ity has been 
inform'd by the bet Authority, and in the 
"Si | moſt 
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moſt public Manner, that a young Nobleman, 
who lately compleated his Academical Edu- 
cation at that Houſe, was during his whole 
Reſidence, not only very well ſatisfied but ex- 
tremely delighted with the College Commons. 


I have now done with Mr. P. and have lit- 
tle more to add than my Thanks to thoſe 
learned Gentlemen, who have been ſo kind as 
to offer me their Aſſiſtance towards the com- 
pleating this Vindication of the Mallard. 

«© There is, ſaith Cicero, * a certain natural 
“Connection between the polite Arts, where- 
by they are united in the Support of each 
<« other, as Members of the fame Family.“ 
And what he ſays of the Arts, is equally true 
of the Arti/ts themſelves, I mean of all inge- 
nious Purſuers of uſeful Truth and Learning. Of 
this I have receiv'd many remarkable Proofs 
in the Inſtance now before us. No ſooner 
was it rumour'd abroad amongſt my Acquaint- 


* 


ance in the World of Literature, that I in- 


* 


= 
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etenim omnes artes quz ad humanitatem perti- 
nent, habent quoddam commune vinculum, et your og 
natione n inter ſe continentur. 
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tended to undertake the Defence of the Mal. 
lard, than I immediately met with the greateſt 
Encouragement from all Quarters to procede 


with my Deſign. The Cauſe of the Mallard 
became the common Cauſe of all Men of 
Taſte and true Learning, Some of theſe I 
think myſelf, out of Gratitude, obliged to 
particularize as far as I can ſuppoſe it will 


be agreeable to their Modeſty.— The learned 


and ingenious Antiquarian B. V. Eſq; and 
LI. D. was pleas'd to offer me the Uſe of 
many valuable Papers which he hath col- 
lected on this Subject, and particularly a com- 
pleat Lift of the Lords of the Mallard from 
the Foundation of the College to this Time.— 
The Reverend and ingenious Mr. /—e, the 
R L——n, who, ſome Years ago, ſo 
worthily retriev'd the Honour of the Berkſhire 
White Horſe, hath been pleas'd to tell me 
that if I wanted any thing in the Saxon way he 


ſhould be very proud to furniſh me with it.— 


The Rev. and learned Mr. S——2 hath been 
ſo good as to favour me with the Sight of a 
very fine Gold Medal * (on which he is now 


preparing 


I cannot thoroughly agree with Mr. S. in his Expla- 
tion of this Coin. -In the Exergue are the following Let- 
| | | ters, 
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preparing a Latin Diſſertation) ſtruck in Ho- 


nour of the Mallard with a Galliard on the 
Reverſe 
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ters, C. O. A. F. O. F. which he reads thus, Colegio 


Omnium Animarum Fauſta Omnia Fiant. This I own to be 


very ingenious, but it does not ſufficiently point out the 
Fact of the Invention of the Mallard, for which Purpoſe 
the Medal was certainly ſtruck. I would therefore chuſe 
to read it thus, Collegium Omnium Animarum Felicia Omine 
Fundatum. 


There is another of the ſame Kind, but of Cop er, in 
the Hands of - the above-mention'd earned Antiquarian 
B ne W——:s, Eſq; with this Variation, that the ſame 
Letters are ſtruck round the Edges inſtead" d being in 
the Exergue. I am almoſt aſham'd to menum ho much, 
in my humble Opinion, Mr. W. has miſtaken this Coir, 
He has plac'd it amongſt his Traders (of which he has a 
very valuable Collection) and infiſts that the Letters ought 
to be read backward and explaned thus, Francis Oliver 
Farrier At Oxford City. This Francis Oliver, (ſays Mr. 
1) beſides his Buſineſs of Farriery, kept a publick Houſe 
and liv'd at the Sign of the Swan. So, it ſeems, what 
we have ſuppoſed to be a Repreſentation of the Mallard, 
on the Face of the Coin, is nothing but a Copy of the 
Picture on Frank Oliver's Sign-Poſt. I ſhall not ſtay 
to refute this Hypotheſis, but ſhall refer the Reader to the 
Diſſertation above-mentioned, where he will find it done 
to his entire Satisfaction. | 


But if Mr. M. ſhould ſtill perſiſt in denying the Honour 
of this Coin to the Mallard; if he is determin'd to make 
it a Trader, of the Name of Oliver; and if Mr. Oliver 

mult 
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Reverſe of it, which he takes to be the ſame 
that was loſt out of the * Cabinet of the great 
Peireſtius when it was robb'd by his Father's 
Gardiner; the Loſs of which was ſeverely re- 
gretted by that Prince of Antiquarians to the 
laſt Hour of his Life, 
am oblig'd to a Gentleman who dates his 
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muſt be a Farrier ; where yet is the Neceſſity of perverting 


the Order of the Legende, and making uſe of a Licence 
never yet allowed in Inſcriptions conſiſting merely of [ni- 
tials? He hath, to my Knowledge, been long in ſearch 


of a Trader from Fairford, to complete his Collection for 


the Towns of Gloucefter ſhire, Why then will he not ſeize 
on this favouxable Opportunity of finding one? Let me, at 


leaſt, therefore obtain this from-him, that he would think 


of promoting his own 9/7 important Deſigns, by reading 
it, for the future, according to the due Courſe of the Let- 


ters thus, C. O. A. F. O. F. i. e. Charles Oliver A Farrier 


Of Fairford. If he deſires any farther Authority for this 
Interpretation, I am ready and able to give him as good 
Proofs that Charles Oliver liv'd at the Sign of the Duck in 
Fairford, as he can produce that his Brother Frank kept 
the Swan in the wo of Oxford. 


| 


* The Reader may ſee a particular Account of this 


Robbery in the fourth Book of Gaſfſendus's Life of Peireſtius. 
I am ſurpriz'd at his making no Mention of this Gold 
Medal of the Mallard, eſpecially as he takes Notice of 
ſome Coins and Gems of leſer Rarity; as the Ægyptian 
Talent, or Arſinse, the Sol d' Or of — Pius, the 
Servius Sulpitius, the Attion, &c, 


Letter 


But, above all, 1 


(99) 
Letter from Eton and aſſures me that he hath 
almoſt compleated an Elogium upon the Mal- 
lard, written in the choiceſt Latin, which he 
ſays ſhall be the Touch-/tone of all the Elogiums 
that have ever yet been written, and a Pattern 
for all that ſhall be written hereafter, * 


I have 


* I ought to have made particular Mention, in this 
Place, of the 4ind Benefaction of the Gentleman at whoſe 
Expence the Copper-Plate Ornament of my Title-page 
was engrav'd, but that he hath given fri Orders to have 
his Name conceal'd. It is taken from an authentic Draw- 
ing in the Margin of Thomas Walfingham's MS. The En- 
graver hath done his Part very well for a modern Arti/t, 


though I think he hath not hit off that Air of Majeſty 
which dignifies the Original. 


The Tail-piece, which very aptly for my Purpoſe, re- 
preſents the cutting up of the Gooſe, is copied from an 
old Hieroglyphical Stone on the Eaſtern Front of the Hall 
of Ballial College. The Reverend Perſonage, with a Knife 
in his right Hand, was undoubtedly intended for a Mont; 
and as the Learning of thoſe Times, when the Hall was 
built, was entirely confined to that Set of Men, we have 
here very intelligibly typified to us the utter Demolition 
of Ignorance and Errour (i. e. the Gooſe) by the Introduc- 
tion of Arts and Letters. The Reader will be ſatisfied 
that this is no forc'd or arbitrary Conſtruction, if he will 
be pleas'd to conſult Pierius's Hieroglyphica, Pag. 174, de 
Anſere. That learned Author gives us a natural Reaſon, 
why the Figure of this Bird was always made uſe of by 
the ancient Ægyptians (the great Inventors of Hieroglyphical 

Learning) 


E 
T have not hitherto had Occaſion to make 
Uſe of any of 27 Aſſiſtances, and whether 
1 hall 
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Learning) to expreſs Folly, Stupidity, &c. namely, from his 
great Averſion to the Laurel. — Aver ſum enim adeo ęſi a po- 
eticis fludiis Anſeris ingenium, ut Phebeum arborem Lau- 
rum, quam fibi exitialem, fi ejus folia veſcutur, intelligit, 
pertinaci ſſimè fugiat. So, it ſeems, however averſe the 
Gooſe's Genius may be to Poetical Studies, we find that he 
is in ſome Sort of Favour with Apells, and may be eſteem- 
ed,a very notable Phyſician, as the poiſonous Qualities of 
of the Laurel-Leaf, one of the boaſted modern Diſcoveries 
of the Faculty, appear to have been known to this i 
Bird from all Antiquity, —But to return to our Hieroglys 
phick, —Eaſy, natural, and well authoriz'd as my Explana- 
tion of it is, many Gentlemen of Learning, whom I have 
talk'd with on this Subject, have been ſo gre/s as to ima- 
gine it to be only a Repreſentation of a College-Crok, in 
his culinary Occupation, of cutting out 4 Commons. So 
far, indeed, there may be ſome Truth in this, that from 
the Circumſtance of the Ge appearing naked, and ſeem- 
ingly juſt taken from the Spit, the Rewards of Learning, 
a good Maintenance, the Founder's Allowance, or a fat 
Living, might be ſhadow'd forth to the young Student. But 
then this was but a ſecondary Branch Doctrine, and was 
not to be touch'd upon till the Heroglyphical Precept of 
cutting up the Gooſe had been comply'd with, in the more 
ſpiritual and refin'd Senſe, I mean by a long and cloſe 
Application to Study, —— With this Comment upon it, I 


hope it will not appear to be an improper or n/ignificant 
Ornament of a Houſe of Learning ; and as the Engraving 
I have given of it may be of Uſe to preſerve the Memo- 
ry of ſo valuable a Curioſity (whenever the worthy Society, 

| io 
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1 ſhall hereafter muſt be determin'd by Mr. 
Pointer's recanting his Errors, or perſiſting in 


the Defence of them. Indeed the laſt men- 


tion'd Favour, I mean the Eſggium, may pro- 
bably be of great Service to me. whether he 
goes on with his Scheme, or not, For if, 


from the general Decay of true T; afte, and a. 


Diſregard for the Cauſe of Truth in Matters 
of the higheſt Importance, this ſecond Edition 
of my Vindication (for by the generous Pa- 
tronage and Protection of his numerous Friends, 
as well as the malevolent Curiofity of the Ene- 
mies and Well-Wiſhers to the Mallard, we have, 
without it, been enabled to ſtruggle through the 
fut ſhould not happen to anſwer the reaſon- 
able Expectations of its Author and his Book- 
ſeller, it may perhaps be adviſeable to tack 
the ſaid Elagium to the remaining Copies, and 


by the Help of a new Title-Page, make a 
Third, 


” * 
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to which it belongs, ſhall be ſo devoid of all Tafte far 
Antiquity as to exchange the good old Building, for the 
newfangled Refinements of modern Architecture) I am in 
great Hopes, that the Expence of it will be reimburs'd to 
me, by the, newly incorporated; Society of The Argiquaries 
of LONDON, 


H  CONCLU- 
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CONCLUSION. 


AND now, | kind Reader, ſuffer me. to 
> 'K. congratulate Myſelf and Thee, if thou 
haſt any Regard for Hiſtorical Criticiſm and ge- 


nuine Antiquity, on the honeſt and, I hope, ſuc- 


ceſsful Efforts I have here made, to retrieve 
the blaſted Credit of the Mallard, and the 


| Honour of that Houſe which owes its Foun- 
dation to him. Indeed it gives me great Plea- - 


fute to reflect, that whilſt ſome have been 
invidiouſly endeavouring to annihilate an * ori- 
ginal Britiſh Empreſs, and have purſued their 
Malice fo far as to diſturb her Retirement in a 
Cell of a Royal Cabinet of Medals; and þ others, 
in Breach of all Dzcgxcy, have been raking 
the B—gh—/ſes, and fouling their Hands in 


Aa G24 ,. 
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* A Diſſertation upon Oxiux , ſaid to be Empreſs, or 
Queen of England, the ſuppos'd Wife of Carauſins, &c. 
Lon. Printed for J. I hiſten and B. White. 1751. 


t A philoſophical Dialogue concerning Decency. 'To 


which is added, a Critical and Hiſforical Di/ertation on Pla- 


ces of Retirement for neceſſary Occaſions, &c. Loxp. 
Printed for James Fletcher in the Turl, Oxford. 1751. 
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groping iato the Ch—ft—ls of the Ancients, it 
hath been my happier Employment, without 
giving Offence to the niceſt Noſtrils, to have 
cleanſed the noble Bird from the Dirt thrown 
on him by Mr, Pointer, (a worſe Filth than 
that of the Sink from which he was at firſt 
releas'd) and to have engag'd my Talents in 


the Behalf of a Society to which I owe the far 
greateſt Share of the Improvement I have made 
of them. I am very ſenſible how utterly in- 
capable I am of repaying all the Obligations 
I have to it. The Eaſe and Happineſs I there * 
enjoy'd, the ſincere Friendſhips I there con- 


tracted, the chearful Hours, the heart-felt 
Mirth, and every focial Pleaſure (the Loſs of 
which, notwithſtanding the many Comforts 
that attend the married State, I cannot recol- 


le& without ſome Degree of Regret and Diſ- 


fatisja#ion) ſhall always keep awake my Gra- 
titude, and lay the ſtrongeſt Claim to my 
Prayers for its Welfare and Proſperity, 


And that ſome Token of my Zeal for its 
Service may remain to lateſt Succeſſions, it is 
my ambitious Requeſt that this little Tract 


may be kindly receiv'd into that noble Repo- 


fitory of Learning, which, with no unfavour- 
able Omen, dates its Completion in the ſame 


H 2 | Year 
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Year with that of the Vindication of the Mal. 
lard. It will not, ſurely, be too great an 
Inſtance of Vanity, to expect that the HxARNS 
and the TAanxntrs, the 4 Woops and the 
Wittisss, who, I am inform'd, have already 


taken Poſſeſſion of their Shelves in that ſuper 


Ranks and contract their Dimenſions, and ſuf- 
fer one more Britiſh Antiguarian to ſqueeze into 
their Company: One, who though not quite 


Variety of Matter, may yet there claim ſo e 
Reſpect, as well from the Propriety as Dig- 
nity of his Subject, and, I hope, from the Per- 
ſpicuity, Accuracy and Integri ty, with which 
be hath treated it. 


And nh many Prejudices may, for 
ſome Time; remain againſt me, from the an- 
common Character which my Antagoniſt hath 


Letters, yet let me hope that when the Blaze 
of his Reputation, as a Writer, ſhall be quite 
extinguiſh'd, or at leaſt ſo much abated as 
no longer to dazzle the Eyes of a prejudic'd 
10 and ill-judging World, Men may be brought 
_ = to a more impartial Way of thinking on the 
=_— Subject before us, and learn to prefer TRUTH 


Eahjce, will eafily be perſuaded to cloſe their 


equal to the leaſt of them in Bulk, and 


hitherto ſupported - in the Common-wealth of 


in 


. 
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in her natural, unaffected Dreſs, to Falſbood + 
and” Errour though trick'd out with all the 
Einbellyhments of Concert and pr 


But whatever may probably bo my Fats 
with this and the next Generation, yet will 
I flatter myſelf that when the preſent Age 
(modern as it now is) ſhall, after ſome Centu- 
turies, be cruſted all over with the reverend 
Ruſt of Antiquity, ſome future Antiquarian 


may” be able, with indefatigable Pains, to 
ſcrape off enough of it to diſcover my Name 
and Labours to the Curioſity of his Cotempo- 
raries, and charitably regiſter both it and them 
in the Faſti of OUR ATHENS, 


And may I further hope that this my ho- 
neſt Attempt may not only redound to the 
Fame and Reputation of its Author, but, in 
ſome Sort, to the Emolument of his numerous 
and burthenſome Family? That, at leaſt, when 
my eldeſt Son Dicł (who is now in his ninth 
Year, and, by the uncommon Induſtry of a 
Country-Schoolmaſter, bath already been flogg'd 
into a thorough Taſte of the Beauties of Cato's - 
Diſticls, and Corderius's Colloguies) ſhall, af- 
ter doubling his preſent Age under the fame 

wholſome 
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wy of ima Mater, he*may be admitted | 
an humble Retainer to the Auguſt Houſe of 
| Cmonzry,. and allow'd to walt, as Cent or 
Chorifter, "at that Table, where his Father had 
- phe ths WE of preſiding as SuBw ARDEN. 
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